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School of Nursing Sails Through
Accreditation Renewal
Continuously Accredited Since 1962

T

his March, the School of Nursing’s accreditation
was renewed for the next eight years, maintaining
its continuous accreditation since 1962. The current
accrediting body is the Accrediting Commission for
Education in Nursing (ACEN).
Accreditation is important for all academic areas.
It validates the quality of the educational programs
and ensures the transferability of students’ credits and
recognition of their coursework by other institutions.
The accreditation process requires rigorous preparation
and extensive documentation.
The accreditation site visit occurred October 3-5,
2018. Nursing faculty worked tirelessly for months to
prepare. This included putting together a 526-page
document, providing a user-friendly website to access
supporting documents, and stocking a workroom
with everything the visiting accreditors would need.
The team of six visitors then had the arduous task of
reviewing the document and its appendices. Their

schedule was packed
with meetings that
included administration,
support services on
campus, faculty,
students, agency
personnel, and community partners.
The ACEN Board of Commissioners formally voted
in March 2019 to grant continuing accreditation to
the School of Nursing’s associate degree, baccalaureate,
master’s, and doctoral programs with the next evaluation
due in the fall of 2026. There were no recommendations
requiring follow-up during this eight-year interval.
“We praise God for the wonderful, positive outcome
of this accreditation process!” said Holly Gadd, PhD,
dean of the School of Nursing. “We were very blessed
to experience the support of university administration
and other Southern departments and services, which
contributed to the positive outcome.”

Nursing Faculty Welcome Holly Gadd
as New Dean

T

his summer, Holly Gadd, PhD, became the new
dean of the School of Nursing, following the
retirement of Barbara James, PhD. Gadd is no stranger
to Southern; for the last 19 years, she has helped lead
Southern’s graduate nursing programs.
“As dean, I look forward to the challenge of expanding
my focus to include undergraduate programs as well,”
she said. “I have no doubt that God has richly blessed
our students and faculty and that He will continue to
lead and guide as we seek Christ-centered excellence
in all of our programs.”
Before coming to Southern, Gadd held a variety of
medical-surgical and critical care jobs, providing a
broad background of clinical experiences during the first
20 years of her career. Now she works regularly in the
emergency department and in other primary care set-

tings as a Family Nurse Practitioner in order to maintain
clinical currency and a high level of clinical expertise.
Born and raised on a dairy farm in upstate New York,
Gadd graduated in 1977 with an associate degree from
Atlantic Union College in Massachusetts, and in 1979
she finished a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from
Andrews University in Michigan. In 1983, she earned
her Master of Science in Nursing Education and Adult
Health from Loma Linda University in California. Then
she completed a Family Nurse Practitioner post-master’s
certificate in 1996 from Midwestern State University
in Texas, followed by her PhD in 2000 from Texas
Woman’s University. In 2013, Gadd received Southern’s
Distinguished Service Medallion. She is married to
H. Robert Gadd Jr., and they have two sons and two
grandchildren.

Message from the Dean: A Summer of Change

I

t is said that change is something we can depend upon, and
the summer of 2019 has featured big changes in the School
of Nursing leadership. To begin with, I was honored to become
dean after Barbara James retired. It is a privilege to follow in
the footsteps of visionary leaders like her and to have inherited
thriving and successful undergraduate and graduate nursing
programs here at Southern.

Additionally, associate professors Lorella Howard and Dana
Krause, who have both served tirelessly in the School of
Nursing for many years, will continue to teach part-time as they
enter their retirement years.
Finally, there is the routine change of students; this May we
graduated 109 undergraduate and 21 graduate students.
As new students arrive to take their place, we look forward to
caring for, connecting with, and empowering each one of them
for success in nursing. Most of all, we hope they are changed
by the education they receive and changed by having
experienced Jesus in some new and meaningful way and
feeling His presence guiding them throughout their careers.

Another change in in our department is the appointment of
an associate dean, Frances Johnson, DNP, who will focus
on program evaluation. Having been part of our team since
2008, Johnson brings much insight and wisdom to this role
as she carefully tracks our program outcomes and helps us
use the data effectively. She will balance her associate dean
duties with classroom teaching and oversight of the graduate
programs.

We covet your prayers for another
successful year.

While we are sad to see several of our faculty retire or return to
clinical practice, God provides well for our needs during
change. We are blessed with new full-time faculty: Jennifer
Fisher, Marla Erskine, Andrew Richards, and Tony Lazcano.

Holly Gadd, PhD
Dean of the School of Nursing

DNP Intensives
2018-2019

T

he DNP Seminar is an annual event required
for all students in Southern’s Doctor of
Nursing Practice program. Doctoral students come
from all over the United States to network with
peers and professors during the four-day seminar,
which for many is the only time they find themselves
on campus. The 2019 DNP class includes more than
70 students.

Bidding Farewell
to Barbara James

A

fter 28 years in the School of
Nursing—14 as a professor and
14 as dean—Barbara James, ’75, PhD,
has retired and looks forward to
spending more time with her grandchildren. Some of her professional
interests have included health
promotion, occupational health,
interprofessional collaborative
education via simulation, contemporary teaching strategies, and culture.
Her legacy can be summed up with a
verse that she selected: “I will
instruct thee and teach thee in the
way which thou shalt go: I will guide
thee with mine eye” (Psalm 32:8,
KJV). The School of Nursing invited

the campus to a farewell
reception on April 25 and
hosted a dinner in honor of her
retirement on May 5.
“Barbara James bids farewell to the
School of Nursing with elegance,
style, humor, and a sprinkling of
nostalgia. We celebrated with sweet
sorrow as our beloved dean took her
leave, allowing her more time with
family and irresistible grandchildren!”
~ School of Nursing faculty and staff

Nursing Honor Class Awards
The School of Nursing recognized a number of nursing alumni
during the 2018 Homecoming Weekend for distinction in practice,
education/certification, leadership, and/or service.

School of Nursing leadership, pictured left to right:
Barbara James, outgoing dean; Frances Johnson, new
associate dean; Pam Gammenthaler and Joelle Wolf, undergraduate programs directors; Sylvia Mayer, admissions;
Holly Gadd, incoming dean.

Class of 1973
Left image: Beverly Swafford
with Barbara James
Right image: Glenda Davidson
with Sylvia Mayer

Class of 1978
Left image: Cynthia Bennett
Spears with Sylvia Mayer
Right image: Joy Southard
Davidson with Sylvia Mayer

School of Nursing deans, pictured front to back:
Holly Gadd, incoming
Barbara James, 2005-2019
Phil Hunt, 1999-2005
Katie Lamb, 1987-1999

Class of 1988
Left image: Marlene Hardaway
with Sylvia Mayer
Class of 1993:
Right image: Laure Greve
with Joelle Wolf
Class of 1993
Left image: Scott Monterde
with Joelle Wolf
Right image: Aleyamma Oommen
with Joelle Wolf
Class of 1998
Delia Wessels (not pictured)

Class of 2008
Left image: James Fedusenko
with Pam Gammenthaler
Right image: Bernadette
DePrez with Holly Gadd

March 2019 Spring Break Trips
Brazil Mission Trip

T

here were 16 of us on the School of Nursing uQuest
mission trip to the Amazon River, including a physician,
faculty, current graduate and undergraduate nursing students,
alumni, and other health majors. Arriving in Manaus, Brazil,
we met up with Amazon Lifesavers, an ADRA-sponsored
group, and then boarded our home for the next week. For two
days and a night, we traveled down the Amazon River on the
boat, finally reaching the village of Molongotuba. It took a
total of 60 hours of travel time from Southern to this village!
There, we were able to provide medical care, evangelistic
meetings, and vacation Bible school programing, and to
help build a house for the missionaries. Although there were
challenges, the blessings we experienced and the people we
served far outweighed the struggles. God is always faithful
and will take you on amazing adventures when you serve
Him. All you have to do is say, “Yes!”
~ Chelsea Campbell, ’16 and ’19

England Study Tour

N

ineteen Southern nursing students and faculty took a
week-long study tour to London, England. We visited
sites such as the Historical Surgery Theater, Royal College
and Hospital Museum, Florence Nightingale Museum, and
places related to the National Health System, comparing
the differences between the American and British health
care systems. Additionally, we visited Buckingham Palace,
Parliament, Westminster Abbey, British Museum, London
Bridge, and other places of interest. One student commented,
“Visiting the Florence Nightingale Museum reminded me of
the passion it takes to be a nurse.” Another said, “I realized
that I am part of a much larger entity and that no matter
where in the world you are, a nurse is a nurse is a nurse.”
~ Jill Buchholz, associate professor

Faculty Updates

T

wo nursing faculty members recently completed
requirements for their doctoral degrees:
• LaShawn Horton, associate professor, received her PhD
from Oregon Health and Science University in 2018.
Her dissertation topic was “The Lived Experience of
Postpartum Depression in African American Women:
A Critical Hermeneutic Approach.”
• Judy Dedeker, associate professor, graduated from
Southern’s DNP program in May 2019, focusing on
Acute Care Specialization—Emergency Medicine. Her
scholarly project was titled “Albumin Levels, Sepsis and
Mortality in Patients Admitted Through the Emergency
Department.”

Leaving Southern
Mike Liedke, DNP, or “Doctor Mike,” as students have
affectionately called him, came to Southern as faculty in
2009. For 10 years, his expertise has been a significant
strength to the acute care nurse practitioner program. One
MSN student said: “It has been an absolute privilege to
have studied under Dr. Liedke. The ‘think outside of the
box’ use of materials for his class was one of the best ways
to prepare us for research and development, as well as
further understanding. Thank you for your Christ-honoring
instruction.” Mentoring and connecting with students,
particularly spiritually, has truly been Liedke’s passion.
He will be missed as he returns to clinical practice.

Joining the Nursing Faculty
Jennifer Fisher, ’19, who has
served as graduate clinical
coordinator for six years in a
part-time capacity, is joining the
faculty full time as an associate
professor. Fisher received her BSN
from Andrews University in 1995,
nurse-midwife certification in 2000,
and an MSN from Frontier School
of Midwifery and Family Nursing
in 2007. She completed a postmaster’s certificate as a family nurse
practitioner at Southern. Fisher previously served as a clinical
laboratory assistant in Southern’s undergraduate program
for more than 10 years. Diverse outpatient and inpatient
nursing experience has prepared her well for her positions.

Currently, she is active in clinical practice as a FNP in pediatrics
and will continue with Southern’s graduate clinical coordinator
responsibilities as well as other graduate classes. Fisher and her
husband, Brad, have two college-aged children.
Marla Erskine, ’19, is joining the
School of Nursing as an assistant professor.
Born and raised in southern Oregon,
she met her husband, Kris, at Newbold
College. They have enjoyed living and
traveling around the world including
England, the Marshall Islands, and Asia.
While in Hong Kong, Erskine worked
as a chaplain’s assistant to the Englishspeaking patients at the Seventh-day
Adventist hospital. Through this work
she developed an interest in faith
community nursing. In 2001, Erskine graduated with her AS in
Nursing from Cayuga Community College in upstate New York.
In 2019, she completed her MSN at Southern. Erskine’s clinical
experience includes medical-surgical nursing, most recently
working as charge nurse on a cardiac telemetry unit. The Erskines
have two teenage sons currently attending Collegedale Academy.
Andrew Richards will begin as an
associate professor of nursing this fall.
After spending the last 11 years in Oregon,
Richards returns to the South, where he
was born and raised. He is joined by his
wife and their young son and daughter.
His dog, Tracker, also made the trek from
Oregon. Richards graduated with an
ADN from Greenville Technical College
in South Carolina in 2002, a BSN from
South University in Georgia in 2012,
and an MSN from Western Governors
University in Utah in 2014. He has been an RN since 2002,
working in a variety of settings including medical-surgical
floors, critical care, and emergency departments. He previously
taught at an associate-level nursing program in Oregon and
currently is finishing a PhD in nursing education from Capella
University.
Antonio (Tony) Lazcano, ’17, who is
joining the nursing faculty as an associate
professor, began his career as a medic in the
Navy in 1998. Subsequently he received
his ASN in Miami, Florida, followed by a
BSN from the University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga and later an MSN as an acute
care NP from Southern. In addition to
military medicine, he has worked in home
health care, cardiac telemetry, medicalsurgical ICU, and pulmonary critical care.
Lazcano, his wife, their son and daughter, and the family’s three
dogs live near campus. He will be teaching graduate acute care
classes and undergraduate pharmacology.

or

Appreciating
Student
Employees

Upcoming Events in the
Florence Oliver Anderson
Lecture Series
Hospital on Fire: Lessons
Learned in Paradise, California

A big thank you to the nursing student
workers, whose duties range from grading
papers to filing (and more filing), from
cleaning up after tests to running errands
around campus.
(Briana Castro not pictured)

Save The Date

Florence Oliver Anderson Lecture Series

Hospital
on Fire:
October
22, 2019, 8:15 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Lessons
Learned
inSouthern
Paradise,Adventist
CaliforniaUniversity
Iles P.E. Center,
First-hand accounts from those who helped evacuate
a hospital while fires engulfed an entire community
Cost: $30
Speakers
Three nurse/administrative survivors of the disastrous fire at Feather River Hospital
will describe evacuation procedures on that eventful day, along with a panel
discussion featuring local emergency operations experts.

Three nursing and administrative survivors of
the Feather River Hospital fire will describe
their unforgettable evacuation efforts. A panel
Where discussion will follow, with local emergency
Iles P.E. Center on the campus of Southern Adventist University
operations experts joining the group.
When
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Registration begins at 8:15 a.m.

Cost
$30. To pre-register and for more information:
email llechler@southern.edu or call 423.236.2155
Feather River Hospital, Nov. 8, 2018.
(Paul Weingartner/NWPR)

For more information or to pre-register, call
Jenifer Anderson at 423.236.2155 or email
andersonjenifer@southern.edu.

Save the Date

Faith and Medicine:
Do They Mix?

Sarah Guadarrama

October 27, 2020
David Levy, MD, author of Gray Matter: A
Neurosurgeon Discovers the Power of Prayer One
Patient at a Time, will present on campus at
Southern. Mark your calendar now; you won’t
want to miss this!

Hannah Moraga

Emily Austin

Nena Madrigal

Tate VanEgmond

Graduate Students Participate
in Campus Research Day

MSN students proudly show
certificates of recognition for
their many hours of research,
which culminated in their
presentation of findings to
peers and faculty during the
fall 2018 Campus Research
Day.
Pictured left to right: Heather
Largo, Hilary Lusk, Catherine
Medley, Andrew Walden

Nursing Student Receives Local Award
Diana Walters Taylor,’08 and
’11, who earned her AS
and BS nursing degrees at
Southern and is currently in
the DNP program, received
a $2,500 scholarship award
on May 9, 2019, from Friends
of CHI Memorial. This award
committee selects recent
nursing graduates or those
working for an advanced
nursing degree, based on
financial need and dedication
to CHI Memorial and its mission
and values. Congratulations,
Diana! (pictured center)

FOUNDATIONS
FOR THE FUTURE

We want to see you at Homecoming Weekend!
October 24-27
Theme: Foundations for the Future
Honor Classes: 1939, ’49, ’59, ’69, ’74, ’79, ’89, ’94, ’99, ’09
Nursing honor class awards for Alumni of the Year will be presented on Saturday, October 26, at 2:30 p.m. in Room 1210
of Florida Hospital Hall. Honoree nominations may be mailed to hgadd@southern.edu. Please plan to join us!
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